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BRIERLEY  HILL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

For  the  Year  Ending  31st  December,  1940. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OE  THE 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OE  BRIERLEY  HILL. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Hodgetts,  and  Gentlemen, 

The  Ministry  of  Health  has  wisely  decided  that  Annual  Reports 
of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  shall  again  be  confined  to  the 
recording  of  important  statistics  and  to  comment  on  any  changes 
of  note  which  have  occurred  during  the  year. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  war  the  work  of  Health  Departments 
suffered  unavoidable  curtailment  while  energies  were  devoted  to 
nursing  the  A.R.P.  Casualty  Services  and  other  war-time 
organisations  through  their  teething  troubles. 

The  year  1940  has  seen  the  pendulum  begin  to  swing  in  the 
opposite  direction.  The  country  gradual!}"  realised  that  the  grim 
and  intense  struggle  in  which  we  are  engaged  was  likely  to  last  for 
a considerable  time  before  victory  crowned  our  efforts,  and  it 
became  obvious  that  the  Health  Services  of  the  community  would 
require  strengthening  and  expanding  in  certain  directions  in 
order  to  deal  with  the  many  new  dangers  and  problems  which 
always  occur  in  times  of  social  and  economic  upheaval. 

A high  standard  of  public  health  is  an  essential  munition  of 
war,  and,  like  other  munitions,  requires  a sustained  effort  for 
production. 

The  Government  has  fully  realised  this  and  has  directed 
Local  Authorities  to  maintain  their  arrangements  for  the  care  of 
mothers  and  children  as  fully  as  possible. 
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Through  the  Ministry  of  Food  the  adequate  nutrition  of  the 
population  has  been  ensured  and  the  dietetic  habits  of  the  nation 
altered  and  improved. 

The  birth  rate  in  Brierley  Hill  is  slightly  lower  than  in  the 
preceding  year.  This  reflects  a general  tendency  to  a diminution 
of  the  rate  throughout  the  country  during  the  last  three  decades. 
The  death  rate  is  somewhat  higher  than  last  year,  and  in  years  to 
come  we  can  expect  still  higher  rates,  for  the  population  will 
contain  an  increasing  proportion  of  elderly  persons.  If  the  present 
trends  in  birth  and  death  rates  continue,  the  time  is  not  far  distant 
when  a decline  in  population  will  commence. 

An  encouraging  factor,  however,  is  that  though  fewer  children 
are  born,  a greater  proportion  of  them  survive  the  dangers  of  the 
first  year  of  life.  This  is  shown  by  the  infantile  mortality  rate, 
which  has  been  steadily  falling  since  the  beginning  of  the  century, 
and  in  Brierley  Hill  this  year  reached  the  unprecedented  low  figure 
of  42.27.  This  is  an  achievement  of  which  the  town  may  well  be 
proud. 

An  epidemic  of  a virulent  type  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  the 
autumin  and  early  winter  and  affected  the  Quarry  Bank  part  of 
the  area,  causing  several  deaths.  These  epidemics  can  be  pre- 
vented if  all  parents  wall  see  that  their  children  are  immunised. 
Facilities  exist  at  all  Infant  Welfare  Centres  in  the  area,  and  the 
schools  are  visited  regularly  for  immunisation  purposes.  If  only 
parents  and  teachers  co-operate  fully  wath  the  Health  Department, 
Diphtheria  can  be  wiped  out. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council,  the  Clerk  and 
other  Officers,  I wish  to  extent  my  gratitude  for  the  unfailing  and 
courteous  help  I have  invariably  received. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Hodgetts,  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

NORMAN  V.  HEPPLE, 

Medical  Offlcer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS. 

Area  (acres) 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population 
(mid  1940) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1st  April,  1940) 
according  to  the  Rate  Books 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1940)  . . . . £173,020 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate,  1940-41  . . £630 


5,932 

44,340 

12,973 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  Manager  of  the  local  Employment  Exchange  has  kindly 
supplied  the  following  hgures  for  July.  It  will  be  realised  that 
this  Exchange  only  touches  a percentage  of  the  total  employees 
in  the  district.  This  can  be  taken  as  an  indication  of  the  un- 
employed throughout  the  district  and  it  will  be  noted  that  there 
is  much  less  unemployment  than  in  the  preceding  year. 


Men 

Young 

Men 

Boys  1 

Women^ 

Young 

Women 

Girls 

To  al 

Total 

0/ 

/O 

Insured 

Po  pulation 

7,449 

680 

989 

1,778 

682 

670 

12,248 

Who  lly 

Unemployed 

68 

2 

1 

114 

15 

7 

207 

Temporarily 

Stopped 

22 

43 

6 

2 

; 76 

90 

5 

1 

157 

21 

' 9 

283 

2.3% 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1940. 


Live  Births. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Legitimate 

745 

392 

353 

Illegitimate 

12 

7 

5 

Total 

757 

399 

358 

Birth  Rate  per  ; 

1,000  of  estimated  resident 

population 

...  17.07 

Still  Births. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females 

Legitimate 

22 

9 

13 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Total 

23 

9 

14 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  Births 

..  29.48 

Deaths. 


Total. 

531 


Males. 

303 


Females. 

228 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  11.97 

Areal  Comparabilit}’  Factor  ...  ...  1.13 

Corrected  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ‘ ...  13.52 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : — Rate  per  1,000 

Total  (Live 
and  Still 

Deaths.  Births) 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  0 0.0 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  ...  0 0.0 


0,  0.0 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  42.27 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  42  27 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births  ...  0.0 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 3^ears  of  age)  ...  ...  2 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  65 


NOTES  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  during  the  3"ear  was 
757,  of  which  399  were  male  and  358  female.  This  gives  a birth 
rate  of  17.07  per  1,000  population,  as  compared  with  a rate  of 
14.6  for  England  and  Wales,  and  17.15  for  1939. 

Deaths. 

531  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year  (303  males  and  228 
females).  The  corrected  death  rate  of  13.52  compares  with  11.98 
for  1939  and  14.3  for  the  country  as  a whole.  The  chief  causes  of 
death  were  Heart  Disease,  Cancer  and  Bronchitis,  which  together 
caused  235  deaths. 
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Natural  Increase  of  Population. 

The  number  of  births  exceeded  the  number  of  deaths  by  226. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

32  children  under  one  year  of  age  died  during  the  year.  This 
gives  an  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  42.27  per  1,000  live  births, 
as  compared  with  55.0  for  the  country  as  a whole,  and  50.80  for 
1939.  This  is  the  lowest  rate  ever  recorded  for  this  area,  and 
reflects  the  efficiency  of  the  Child  Welfare  Services. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

No  maternal  deaths  occurred  in  1940. 

Post  Mortem  Room. 

15  bodies  were  brought  to  the  Post  Mortem  Room  during 
the  year.  In  the  case  of  9 of  them,  death  was  due  to  natural 
causes.  4 were  cases  of  accidental  death,  and  in  2 cases  death  was 
due  to  suicide.  None  was  of  an  infectious  nature.  The  average 
length  of  stay  was  3.2/3  days. 


INI'ANTIl.E  MORTALIIV. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 
Registrar-General’s  Return. 
TABLE  II. 


DISEASES. 

1940 

M 

F 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

- i 

_ 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

— I 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

Diphtheria 

3 

4 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

17 

9 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

5 

3 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

I 

— 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...| 

8 

7 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...| 

— 

— 

Acute  Polio-Myelitis  and  Polio-Encephalitis  ... 

— i 

— 

Acute  Infective  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and  Oesophagus  (M)  and 
Uterus  (F) 

5 

3 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

10 

4 

Cancer  of  Breast  ... 

1 

7 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  ...  ...  ...  . . . i 

19 

16 

Diabetes... 

1 

2 

Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

16 

25 

Heart  Disease 

53 

51 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

6 

5 

Bronchitis 

37 

29 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  • • • : 

28 

4 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ...  ...  ...i 

3 

3 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ...  ...  ...| 

3 

1 

Diarrhoea  (under  two  years) 

2 

— 

Appendicitis 

3 

— 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...I 

8 

6 

Nephritis 

5 

11 

Puerperal  and  Post-Abortive  Sepsis 

— 

— 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

— 

— 

Premature  Birth  ... 

2 

6 

Congenital  Malformation,  Birth  Injury,  Infantile 
Disorders 

7 

5 

Suicide  ... 

4 

— 

Road  Traffic  Accident 

10 

1 

Other  Violent  Causes 

10 

3 

All  Other  Causes 

36 

20 

TOTALS 

303 

228 
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Birth  Rates,  Civilian  Death  Rates,  Analysis  of  Mortalit}’,  Maternal 
Mortality  and  Case  Rates  for  certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the 

year  1940. 


TABLE  III. 


England 

and 

Wales 

126 

County 

Boroughs 

and 

Great 

Towns 

including 

London 

148 

i Smaller 
Towns 
Resident 
Popula- 
tions 

25.000  to 

50.000  at 
1931Census 

1 

London 

Admin’tve 

County 

1 

i 

i'  Brierley 

1 Hill 

i 

Births — 

' Rates  per  I 

,000  Civilian  Population. 

Live 

14.6 

16.0 

1 15.7 

( 13.7 

17.07 

Still 

1 0.55 

0.64 

0.55 

0.44 

0.51 

Deaths — 

All  Causes 

! 

' 14.3 

15.8 

12.8 

17.8 

13.52 

Typhoid  and 
Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

1 0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough 

0.02 

0.02 

, 0.02 

0.00 

0.00 

Diphtheria 

0.06 

0.07 

1 0.05 

0.01 

0.15 

Influenza 

0.32 

0.29 

i 0.30 

0.18 

0.33 

Small-Pox 

— 

— 

I — 

— 

— 

Measles  ... 

0.02 

0.02 

_ 0.02 

0.01 

0.00 

Deaths  under  1 year 
of  age 

1 

1 55 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

61  54  50 

42.27 

Deaths  from 

Diarrhoea  and 

Entertis  under  2 
years  of  age 

! 

1 4.6 

i 5.9 

4.4 

5.8 

2.64 

Notifications — 

Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Population. 

Enteric  ... 

0.07 

0.06 

0.10 

0.06  ! 

0.02 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Fever  ... 

0.32 

0.33 

0.29 

0.28  1 

0.22 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.63 

1.53 

1.57 

0.82 

1.62 

Whooping  Cough 

1.34 

1.29  1 

1.35 

0.22 

3.15 

Diphtheria 

1.16 

1.29  i 

1.21 

0.61 

2.41 

Erysipelas 

0.33 

0.36 

0.30 

0.35 

0.33 

Small-Pox 

0.00 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  ...  ...j 

10.24 

9.23 

9.99 

1.78 

0.60 

Pneumonia  ...1 

1.20 

1.37 

1.00 

0.87  : 

0.87 

Maternal  Mortality — j 

Rates  I 

3er  1,000  Total  Births 

(Live  and  Still). 

(excluding  Abortion) 
Puerperal  Infection 
Others  ... 

0.52 
1.64  ^ 

1 1 

1 

1 

Not  availab  le  ! 

■ 1 

0.00 

0.00 

Total 

Notifications — 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

2.16  j 

11.96 

13.90 

9.73 

3.34  \ 

0.00 

1.28 

l^uerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

i 

13.30  / 
including 
Puerperal 
Fever. 
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SECTION  B. 


G ENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

Changes  in  staff  are  referred  to  briefly  on  page  3. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Pathological  and  bacteriological  specimens  are  sent  to  the 
County  Laborator}^  at  Stafford.  No  charge  is  made  by  this 
Laboratory’  for  the  examination  of  these  specimens. 

Advantage  is  taken  of  these  facilities  by  the  general 
practitioners  of  the  town  and  by  this  Department. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

There  are  two  ambulances  provided  by  the  Authority.  One 
is  provided  for  the  removal  of  accidents  and  non-infectious  cases, 
and  the  other  for  the  removal  of  infectious  cases.  The  Infectious 
Disease  Ambulance  is  situated  at  Stallings  Lane  Hospital.  The 
Accident  Ambulance  was  stationed  at  Messrs.  Beckley’s  garage, 
and  a total  of  855  cases  were  conveyed  during  the  year.  These 
were  made  up  as  follows  : — 


Brierley’  Hill 
Kingswinford 
Quarry’  Bank 
Amblecote 


506 

251 

95 
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During  the  year  a total  mileage  of  8,019.9  miles  has  been 
covered. 

The  number  of  cases  convey’ed  has  increased  more  than 
two-fold  in  the  last  two  y’ears.  This  can  be  attributed  to  the  fact 
that  more  out-patient  treatment  is  being  given  at  the  hospitals 
in  order  to  keep  the  admissions  down. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Five  Nursing  Associations  at  present  operate  in  the  district. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  these  Associations  have  not  been  able 
to  combine  forces,  although  the  question  has  been  considered. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

The  following  School  Clinics,  Infant  Welfare  and  Ante-Natal 
Centres  are  held  in  the  area  ; — ■ 
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School 

Infant  Welfare 

Ante-Natal 

Clinics. 

Monday, 

Tuesday, 

Centre. 

Centre. 

Wednesday 

Tuesday  and 

Thursday, 

Brierley  Hill  : 

and  Friday, 

Friday, 

10 — 12  noon 

(Church  Hill) 

Quarry  Bank  ; 

...  9 — 12  noon. 

2 — .5  p.m. 

2 — 5 p.m. 

Friday 

" (Methodist  Buildings, 

Wednesday, 

Wednesday, 

(fortnightly) 

New  Street) 

...  9 — 12  noon. 

2 — 5 p.m. 

10 — 12  noon. 

Wordsley  ; 

(Methodist  Buildings, 

Monday, 

[Monday, 

— 

New  Street) 

Kingsvvinford  : 

9 — 12  noon. 

2 — 5 p.m. 

([Methodist  Buildings, 

Tuesday, 

Tuesday, 

Moss  Grove) 

...  9 — 12  noon. 

2 — 5 p.m. 

— 

Pensnett  : 

(Methodist  Schoolrooms) 

Thursday, 

Thursday, 

Brockmoor  : 

9 — 12  noon. 

2 — 5 p.m. 

— 

(St.  John’s  Schoolrooms) 

Friday, 

Friday, 

9 — 12  noon. 

2 — 5 p.m. 

— 

Refraction  Clinics  and  Dental  Sessions  are  held  as  required 
at  the  above  Centres. 


HOSPBTALS. 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  b}^  the  Local  Authorit}^  or  by 
the  County  Council. 


(1)  Isolation  Hospital,  Stallings  Lane. 

The  hospital  is  maintained  by  the  Council  for  the  isolation 
and  treatment  of  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

Accommodation  is  provided  for  32  patients,  but  it  is  limited 
to  four  Wards — male  and  female  Scarlet  Fever  Wards,  and  male 
and  female  Diphtheria  Wards,  and  according  to  the  latest  stan- 
dards the  hospital  is  overcrowded  when  there  are  32  patients. 

We  are  unable  to  take  complicated  cases  of  Measles  or 
Whooping  Cough,  and  cases  of  Pneumonia  and  Enteric  Fever  cannot 
be  accommodated. 

The  staff  consists  of  the  Medical  Superintendent,  whose  duties 
are  performed  b\"  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Matron,  Staff 
Nurse,  four  Assistant  Nurses,  two  Maids,  Ambulance  Driver- 
Gardener,  and  two  Laundresses  (part-time). 
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187  patients  were  admitted  during  the  3^ear  ; 50  patients  were 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  133  cases  of  Diphtheria.  42  were 
outside  cases  which  were  admitted  at  the  request  of  neighbouring 
Local  Authorities  : of  these  15  were  Scarlet  Fever  and  27 
Diphtheria. 

There  were  9 deaths  in  this  Hospital  during  the  year.  8 of 
the  deaths  were  due  to  Diphtheria,  and  one  was  due  to  auricular 
hbrillation  in  an  elderly  carrier  who  was  admitted  from  another 
institution. 

The  W'est  Midlands  Joint  Hospital  Board  has  decided  to 
take  over  the  administration  of  the  hospital  and  to  run  it  in 
conjunction  with  other  small  Fever  Hospitals  in  their  area  for  the 
duration  of  hostilities. 

(2)  Small-Pox  Hospital. 

This  hospital  is  stiuated  at  Moxley  and  is  under  the  control 
of  a Small-Pox  Joint  Hospital  Boad,  of  which  Brierley  Hill  is  a 
constituent  Authority.  This  hospital  is  being  taken  over  by  the 
West  Midlands  Joint  Hospital  Board  as  a hospital  for  Infectious 
Diseases. 

(3)  Sanatoria. 

The  male  sanatorium  is  at  Prestwood,  and  the  sanatoria  for 
women  are  at  Yarnheld  (near  Stone),  Groundslow  and  Kinver. 
Cases  of  surgical  Tuberculosis  are  treated  at  Standon  Hall  and  The 
Woodlands,  and  there  is  a special  sanatorium  for  children  at 
Himley. 

(4)  Maternity  and  Children. 

There  is  no  special  hospital  provided  for  maternity  cases  or 
for  the  treatment  of  children.  Nursing  assistance  is  provided  for 
maternity  cases  by  the  County  Council.  The  County  Council 
also  provides  for  medical  and  specialist  attention  in  cases  where 
this  is  required.  Women  and  children  requiring  hospital  treat- 
ment may  be  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Wolverhampton. 

(5)  Orthopaedic. 

The  County  have  provided  for  the  specialist  treatment  of  these 
cases  in  special  clinics  and  they  are  referred  to  hospital  if  they 
require  in-patient  treatment. 

(6)  Oi.jr. 

Th>‘re  are  no  other  provided  hospitals,  but  the  following 
general  .ospitals  are  within  easy  reach  of  the  Urban  District : — 

Corbett  Hospital,  Amblecote. 

Guest  Hospital,  Dudley. 


There  are  also  the  hospitals  of  Birmingham  and  Wolver- 
hampton, all  of  which  are  within  easy  reach  of  the  district. 

Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services. 

There  are  9 registered  Midwives  practising  in  the  area  ; 8 of 
these  are  whole-time  salaried  midwives  employed  by  Nursing 
Associations  under  arrangements  made  by  the  County  Council  as 
a result  of  the  Midwives’  Act,  1936. 

Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes. 

There  are  no  Maternity  or  Nursing  Homes  in  the  area. 


SECTION  G. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

Sources  of  supply  are  detailed  in  previous  reports.  Monthly 
samples  have  been  taken  during  the  year  and  the  analyses  have 
been  uniformly  satisfactory. 

Drainage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

There  were  no  changes  of  note  during  the  year. 

Public  Cleansing. 

This  matter  is  dealt  with  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector. 


SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 

Housing  work  is  referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector. 


SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Meat. 

Inspection  was  carried  on  during  the  year  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors.  Details  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector. 
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The  report  of  the  Chief  Veterinary  Officer  is  appended  : — 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Veterinary  Surgeons 
as  follows  : — 

During  the  year  the  abbatoir  has  been  used  as  a Central 
Slaughtering  Establishment  under  the  Ministry  of  Food,  and  this 
has  resulted  in  the  slaughtering  of  animals  of  a lower  qualit}^  than 
was  usual  in  pre-war  days.  The  cattle  slaughtering  was  especially 
affected,  resulting  in  an  increase  in  the  percentage  of  cattle  in 
whose  carcases  or  organs  disease  lesions  were  found.  All  of  this 
points  to  the  urgent  necessity  of  institution  an  effective  ante- 
mortem control  over  farm  animals  in  this  country. 

There  was  found  a high  percentage  of  parasitic  pulmonary 
conditions  in  sheep,  whilst  tuberculosis  accounted  for  over  half  the 
pathological  conditions  encountered  in  pigs.  Disease  lesions  were 
found  in  22%  of  all  the  animals  slaughtered,  and  this  was  spread 
out  as  follows  : Pigs,  14%  ; Sheep,  7%  ; and  Cattle,  1%. 


PERCENTAGE  SUMMARY  OF  MEAT  CONDEMNED. 
(All  Animals). 


Carcases 


Heads 

Lungs 

Hearts 

Livers 


Stomachs  1 % 

Spleens  0.7% 

Kidneys  2% 

Intestines  7% 

Other  parts  0.3% 


SUMMARY  OF  MEAT  CONDEMNED.  — PIGS. 
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SUMMARY  OF  MEAT  CONDEMNED.  — CATTLE  AND  CALVES. 
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PERCENTAGE  OF  PATHOLOGICAL  CONDITIONS. 
No.  I. — Pigs. 


Disease. 

Percentage 

Disease. 

Percentage 

Tuberculosis 

9 

Decomposition  ... 

0.004 

Pleurisy  and  Pneumonia  ... 

2 

Swine  Fever 

0.004 

Pericarditis 

2 

Ascarides 

0.003 

Peritonitis 

2 

Hernia... 

0.003 

Hydronephrosis 

2 

Strangulation 

! 0.003 

Cirrhosis 

I 

Cavernous  Angioma 

1 0.002 

Hydatid  Cysts  ... 

0.2 

Fevered  Flesh  ... 

1 0.002 

Fatty  Infiltration 

O.I 

Arthritis 

i 0.001 

Fascioliasis 

O.I 

Emaciation 

0.001 

Congestion 

0.04 

Fatty  Degeneration 

0.001 

Strongylosis 

0.04 

Septicaemia 

0.001 

Enteritis 

0.02 

Endocarditis 

0.005 

Gastritis 

0.02 

Jaundice 

0.0005 

Paratyphoid 

0.02 

Mange 

0.0005 

Pyaemia 

0.02 

Oedema 

0.0005 

Swine  Erysipelas 

O.OI 

Syncope 

1 0.0005 

Fractures 

O.OI 

Uraemia 

1 0.0005 

Bruising 

0.008 

Empyaema 

0.006 

Died  in  transit 

0.1 

Nephritis 

0.005 

Died  in  lairage  ... 

0.02 

No.  ! 

2. — Sheep  and  Lambs. 

Disease. 

Percentage 

Disease. 

Percentage 

Muelleriasis 

49 

Pericarditis 

0.008 

Hydatid  Cysts  ... 

7 

Peritonitis 

0.008 

Fascioliasis 

4 

Emaciation 

0.002 

Pleurisy  and  Pneumonia  . . . 

0.4 

Jaundice 

0.002 

Pyaemia 

0.03 

Fractures 

0.01 

Died  in  transit 

0.02 

No. 

3. — Cattle  and  Calves. 

Disease.  ^Percentage 

i 

Disease.  i 

Percentage 

Fascioliasis 

17 

Emaciation 

0.03 

Tuberculosis 

16 

Hydronephrosis 

0.03 

Mastitis 

2 

Bruising 

0.03 

Hydatid  Cysts  ... 

1 

Fatty  Infiltration 

0.01 

Bacterial  Necrosis 

0.6 

Fevered  Flesh  ... 

0.01 

Pyaemia 

0.6 

Icterus 

0.01 

Cavernous  Angioma 

0.5 

Malformation 

0.01 

Congestion 

0.4 

Nephritis 

0.01 

Peritonitis 

0.2 

Ringworm 

0.01 

Pericarditis 

0.2 

Septicaemia 

0.01 

Actinomycosis  ...' 

0.2 

Immaturity 

0.08 

Died  in  transit  ...  ...| 

0.01 
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List  of  Animals  having  died  a natural  death,  with  results  of 
Post  Mortem  examinations. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Cattle. 

Sheep. 

Pigs. 

Anaemia 





6 

Asphyxia 

— 

2 

4 

Blackquarter 

— 

1 

— 

Dislocation  of  Vertebrae... 

1 

— 

— ■ 

Enteritis 

1 

— 

14 

Haemorrhage 

1 

2 

7 

Icterus 

— 

— . 

1 

Lead  Poisoning 

7 

— . 

— 

Paratyphoid 

— 

— ■ 

3 

Pericarditis 

— 

— 

1 

Peritonitis 

— 

— 

1 

Pleurisy  and  Pneumonia 

— 

4 

51 

Ruptured  Liver 

— 

1 

— 

Swine  Erysipelas 

— 

— • 

2 

Syncope 

1 

3 

108 

Toxaemia 

— 

2 

. — 

Tympanitis 

— 

2 

— 

Uraemia 

— 

— 

1 

TOTALS 

11 

17 

199 
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SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER 

DISEASES. 


TABLE  IV. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

(Other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  3"ear  1940. 


Disease. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

Cases 

1 admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

1 

Small- Pox  ... 





1 _ ■ 

Scarlet  Fever 

72 

35 

— 

Diphtheria  ... 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Para- 

107 

100 

7 

Typhoid)... 

1 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

39 

t 

32 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ... 

15 

' 4 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  i 

2 

1 — ' 

. 

Acute  Polio  Encephalitis  ...  i 

— 

1 — 

— 

Pertussis 

140 

— 

— 

Measles 

27  , 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

10  ! 

10 

3 

Dysentery  ... 

1 

i 

— 

TOTALS  ...  ...  ...1 

I 

415  1 

157  1 

i 

42 

*Number  of  cases  admitted  to  hospital  unknown.  These  cases 
are  admitted  by  the  general  practitioners  directly  to  hospital. 


Diphtheria. 

107  cases  were  notihed  during  the  3’ear,  giving  a rate  of  2.41 
per  1,000  population.  There  were  7 deaths,  giving  a mortality 
rate  of  0.15  per  1,000  population. 

Immunisation. 

The  following  were  the  totals  of  immunisations  carried  out  : 


Schools 

...  421 

Welfare  Centres 

52 

Privately  immunised 

13 

Total 

486 

Scarlet  Fever. 

72  cases  were  notified,  giving  a rate  of  1.62  per  1,000  popula- 
tion. There  were  no  deaths. 


Erysipelas. 

15  cases  were  notified,  giving  a rate  of  0.33. 

Pneumonia. 

39  cases  were  notified,  giving  a rate  of  0.87. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

1 case  was  notified. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

2 cases  were  notified. 

Whooping  Cough. 

140  cases  were  notified,  giving  a rate  of  3.15. 

Measles. 

27  cases  were  notified,  giving  a rate  of  0.60. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  following  Table  gives  particulars  : — 


TABLE  V. 


Males 

1 

Females. 

1 

Pul- 

monary’. 

Non- 

Pul- 

monary. 

Pul- 

monary. 

Non- 

Pul- 

monary. 

Total 

Number  on  Register  1st 
January,  ir40 

127 

49 

132 

39 

347 

New  Notitications,  1940 

24  ! 

o 

17 

5 

48 

Cases  brought  to  notice, 
otherwise  than  by  formal 
notihcation  (inward  trans- 
fers, un-notified  cases 
from  Deaths  Returns) 

5 

4 

i 

i 

1 

2 j 

11 

Removed  from  Register, 
Deaths,  Outward  Trans- 
fers, Recovered  ... 

25 

1 

1 

13  1 

39 

Number  on  Register,  31st 
December,  1938 

131 

54 

138 

44 

367 

Total  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  34 

Total  not  notified  or  only  notified  after  death  ...  9 

Total  notified  within  3 months  of  death  ...  8 

Total  notified  within  3 months  of  death  or  un- 
notified ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 


26.4% 

33.5% 

49.9% 


Cancer. 

There  were  65  deaths  (35  male  and  30  female).  This  gives  a 
death  rate  of  1.46  per  1,000  population. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


I beg  to  present  my  seventh  Report  on  the  work  carried 
out  in  mv  Department,  which  includes  Public  Cleansing,  to  the 
31st  March,  1941. 

In  spite  of  many  difficulties,  staff  and  additional  duties 
inspections  were  reasonabp:  maintained. 

The  following  additional  A.R.P.  duties  have  been  carried  out 
by  my  Department  since  the  outbreak  of  war  — 

1.  Decontamination  work  generally. 

2.  Decontamination  of  foodstuffs. 

3.  A.R.P.  Transport. 

4.  Cleansing  and  Inspection  of  Shelters. 

In  addition,  during  October,  due  to  an  emergency,  I agreed  to 
deal  with  billeting  ; this  I found  to  be  a most  difficult  and  often 
distasteful  job. 

The  need  for  greater  effort  in  respect  of  salvage  placed 
additional  work  on  the  alread}^  overloaded  staff,  and  I should 
like  to  thank  all  members  of  the  staff  for  the  readiness  in  which 
they  responded  to  the  calls  and  also  the  willingness  to  carr}^  out  a 
considerable  amount  of  the  additional  duties  outside  their  normal 
hours. 


H.  J.  PARKER, 

Chief  Sanitar}’  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 


TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE  DURING  THE 


YEAR. 

Inspections.  Re-inspections. 

7,920  3,466 

Complaints. 

405  complaints  were  recorded  against  465  for  1939.  312 
related  to  stoppages  in  drain  pipes.  The  complaints  relating 
to  drain  stoppages  were  dealt  with  immediately  by  the  department, 
a workman  being  sent  to  the  property  to  relieve  the  nuisance. 

93  of  the  complaints  related  to  housing  conditions,  etc.,  all  of 
which  were  investigated  and  where  necessar}-  action  taken. 

Infectious  Disease  Prevention. 

442  visits  were  made  to  cases  of  infectious  disease,  and  the 
following  were  dealt  with  — 

Houses  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  161 

Library  Books  disinfected  ...  ...  8 

Disinfestation. 

During  the  3’ear  the  following  number  of  houses  have  been 
spraj-ed  with  insecticide  : — 

33  Council  Houses. 

14  Other  Houses. 

Sanitary  Improvements  Carried  Out  as  a result  of  inspections  made 
and  Notices  served.  (Work  actually  carried  out). 

Dwelling  Houses  ; 

Reconstruction  and  alterations  ...  ...  ...  22 

Minor  alterations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Major  items  of  disrepair  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

Minor  items  of  disrepair  ...  ...  ...  ...  200 

Houses  cleansed  for  vermin  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Dirt}^  houses — ^tenant’s  neglect  ...  ...  ...  7 

Overcrowding  abated  ...  ,..  ...  ...  2 

Name  of  M.O.H.  and  Permitted  Number  not  inserted  in 

Rent  Book  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

M'ash-houses  and  Sculleries  : — 

New  wash-houses  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

New  sculleries  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Major  repairs  to  wash-houses  '...  ...  ...  22 

Maj  or  repairs  to  sculleries  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Wash-houses  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Minor  repairs  to  wash-houses  ...  ...  ...  66 

Minor  repairs  to  sculleries  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Coal  stores  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 
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Water  Closets  : — 

Additional  Water  Closets  provided  ...  ...  ...  15 

Additional  Water  Closets  rebuilt  ...  ...  ...  10 

Major  repairs  to  W\C.’s  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Minor  repairs  to  W.C.’s  ...  ...  ...  ...  148 

W.C.’s  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

Converted  from  Privies  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ashpits  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Ash  bins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Dirty  W.C.  pans — tenant’s  neglect  ...  ...  ...  25 

Yards  and  Courts  ; — ■ 

Dirty  yards — tenant’s  neglect  ...  ...  ...  12 

Yards  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Drainage  : — 

Obstructed  drains  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  312 

Drains  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

New  drainage  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Cesspools  provided  in  place  of  midden  pits  ...  ...  5 

Flood  traps  to  cellars  provided  ...  ...  ...  2 

Slaughterhouses  : — 

Walls  limewashed  including  lairages  ...  ...  ...  12 

Floors  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Food  premises  : — 

Food  shops  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Preservatives  in  foods  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Merchandise  Marks  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Hot  water  and  wash-ups  provided  ...  ...  ...  7 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ;..  ...  5 

Food  Preparing  Premises  : — 

Walls  and  floors  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Cleanliness  of  workmen’s  clothes  ...  ...  ...  3 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Shops  Acts  : — 

Young  Persons  Employment  Act  ...  ...  ...  47 

Washing  facilities  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Additional  W.C.’s  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

\YC.’s  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Forms  required  to  be  exhibited  ...  ...  ...  47 

Heating  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ice  Cream  Premises  : — 

Room  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

\Yhicles  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Sterilizing  plant  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 
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Licensed  Premises  and  Entertainment  Houses  : — 

Walls  and  ceilings  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  3 

Premises  rebuilt  or  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  1 

Additional  W.C.'s  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Urinals  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

W.C.’s  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Urinals  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

W.C.’s  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Urinals  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Wash-ups  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Offensive  Trades  : — 

Marine  store  dealers’  premises  limewashed  ...  ...  1 

Walls  of  fish  shops  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  9 

Cleaning  rooms  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Cleaning  room  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Offal  receptacles  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Floors  scraped  and  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  1 

Milk  and  Dairies. 

Walls  of  cowshed  limewashed  after  notice  ...  ...  10 

Walls  of  dairies  limewashed  after  notice  ...  ...  13 

Dirty  milking  utensils  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cleaner  milking  after  poor  bacteriological  samples  ...  9 

Vehicles  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cows  cleansed,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Cans  marked  with  name  and  address  ...  ...  3 

Dairies  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Caravans  and  Sheds. 

Shed  discontinued  for  use  as  dwelling-house  ...  ...  1 

Caravans  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

Factories  and  Workshops  limewashed  ...  ...  12 

Additional  W.C.’s  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

W.C.’s  limewashed  and  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  19 

W.C.’s  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Wash-ups  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Forms  exhibited  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Thermometers  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bakehouses. 

Limewashed  after  notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Additional  W.C.  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Conveniences  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Floors  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

• Cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings  discontinued  ...  ...  3 

Other  Nuisances. 

, Accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Pigstyes  repaired  after  notice  ...  ...  ...  l 

‘ Nuisance  from  fowls  and  other  animals  abated  ...  2 

Rats  and  mice  eradication  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

; Stables  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

, Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Council  Houses. 

. W’alls  cleansed  by  tenant  after  notice  ...  ...  29 

Gardens  cultivated...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Houses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Dirt}^  baths,  sinks,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Dilapidated  sheds  and  pens  removed  ...  ...  52 

Gardens  and  3^ards  cleaned  and  made  tidy  ...  ...  32 

Nuisance  from  fowls  and  pigeons  abated  ...  ...  56 

Repairs  to  houses  b}’  Council  ...  ...  ...  60 

Electric  littings  reinstated  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Fences  reinstated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Bedding  cleansed  after  notice  ...  ...  ...  3 

\>rminous  houses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Letters  and  Notices  sent  out. 

Preliminar}^  Notices  and  Housing  Schedules  ...  ...  441 

Letters  ...  ...  ...  ...  1299 

Statutory  Notices. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  : 

Section  44  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Section  75  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Section  92  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Housing  Act,  1936  : 

Section  9 (repairs)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Section  11  (notice  of  time  and  place)  ...  ...  — 

Section  11  (demolition  order)  ...  ...  ...  — 

Section  168  (Requisition  for  information)  ...  ...  2 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

On  the  15th  Januarv,  1940,  the  Livestock  (Restriction  and 
Slaughtering)  Order,  1940,  came  into  operation  and  since  then  the 
major  part  of  the  slaughtering  has  been  carried  out  at  the  Govern- 
ment slaughterhouse  which  is  referred  to  in  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health’s  Report.  There  are,  however,  two  slaughterhouses 
at  bacon  curers  which  are  still  remaining  under  m\'  supervision. 
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During  tlie  year  6,013  carcases  were  examined  at  these  slaughter- 
houses and  this  total  represents  the  whole  of  the  animals 
slaughtered  at  these  premises. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  Table,  11.2%  of  pigs  were,  on 
examination,  found  to  be  affected  in  some  degree  with  Tuberculosis. 

83  pigs  were  slaughtered  on  private  premises,  against  43 
for  1939. 

Many  inspections  have  been  made  at  the  public  market,  and 
the  various  meat  shops  at  which  carcases  slaughtered  outside  the 
area  are  brought  in  for  sale. 

986  quarters  of  beef 
1,888  carcases  of  sheep 
493  carcases  of  pigs 
3 carcases  of  calves 

being  inspected  on  these  premises,  and  the  following  portions 
condemned  : — 

60-lbs.  beef — Fevered. 

1 bovine  kidney — Nephritis. 

Food  Condemned. 

16-lbs.  eels — unsound. 

41-lbs.  unsound  bacon. 

Weight  of  meat  and  food  condemned  : 4 tons  8 cwts.  1 qr.  1 lb. 

Slaughterhouses. 

There  are  21  slaughterhouses  in  the  area,  10  being  licensed 
annually,  and  11  are  old  registered  slaughterhouses  which  have 
been  granted  temporary  licences  for  the  war  period. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

There  are  75  slaughtermen  licensed  to  carry  out  the  work  of 
slaughtering. 
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MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  following  are  registered  : — 

(a)  Retailers — 

Loose  Milk 

49 

Bottled  Milk 

...  269 

{b)  Producers,  Dairymen  or  Wholesalers 

50 

The  following  licences  were  also  issued  : — 

Supplementary — 

Accredited 

2 

Tuberculin  Tested 

2 

Pasteurised 

5 

Dealers— 

Accredited 

1 

Tuberculin  Tested 

1 

Dairy  and  Cowsheds. 

Number  of  cowsheds  in  the  area 

12 

Number  of  visits  made  for  inspection... 

59 

Number  of  visits  made  for  re-inspection 

3 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  two  tallow  melters,  and  two  rag  and  bone  merchants 

on  the  register. 

FACTORY  ACT,  1937. 

The  following  is  the  number  of  premises  registered  under  the 

Act  : — 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  ... 

• ...  112 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 

105 

Bakehouses 

19 

Total 

...  236 

Two  outworkers’  lists  were  received  notifying  2 outworkers. 
Eight  lists,  notifying  18  outworkers,  were  received  from  other 
districts. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

32  premises  have  been  registered  for  the  purpose  of  manufacture 
or  storage  for  sale  of  ice  cream. 

27  premises  have  been  registered  for  the  purpose  of  preparation, 
manufacture  or  storage  for  sale  of  sausages  or  potted,  pressed, 
pickled  or  preserved  foods. 


43  samples  were  procured  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938,  comprising  : — 


No. 

Article. 

Formal.  | 

i 

Informal. 

Remarks. 

22 

Milk 

13  i 

9 i 

Genuine. 

1 

Do. 

1 

1 

1.1%  added  water. 

1 

Do. 

^ 1 

— 

l.%  deficient  in  non- 
fatty solids. 

1 

Do. 

1 

i 

l.%  deficient  in  non- 
fatty solids. 

1 

Do. 

1 

- 

l.%  deficient  in  non- 

fatty solids. 

1 

Do. 

— 

1 

2.3%  deficient  in  fat. 

1 

Do. 

- 

1 

7.3%  deficient  in  fat. 

Pearl  Barley  ' . . . ' 

1 _ 

1 

Genuine. 

Flour 

— 

1 

Do. 

Tapioca  ... 

, 

1 

Do. 

Aspirin  Tablets 

- 

1 

Do. 

Custard  Powder  . . . 

- 

1 

Do. 

Mincemeat 

- 

1 

Do. 

Calamine  Oitment 

1 

1 1 

Do. 

Olive  Oil 

- 

i 1 

Do. 

Baking  Powder 

1 

Do. 

Tea 

- 

1 

Do. 

Rice 

_ 

1 

! Do. 

Pepper  ... 

- 

1 

Do. 

Ground  Ginger 

- 

1 

Do. 

Codee 

- 

1 

1 Do. 

Cream 

— 

1 

Do. 

No  proceedings  were  found  necessary  during  the  year,  but 
the  purveyors  of  the  slightly  deficient  samples  of  milk  were  given 
a warning  letter. 


Collection  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse. 

This  section  of  the  Report  covers  the  twelve  months  ending 
31st  March,  1941. 

The  types  of  receptacles  which  this  department  is  responsible 
for  cleansing  are  — 


Portable  ashbins... 

13,457 

Ashpits 

37 

Privy  midden  pits 

• ...  153 

Pan  closets 

98 

Cesspools 

100 

Trade  Refuse. 

2,200  bins  of  trade  refuse  were  removed  for  which  a charge 
was  made  ; also  208  vehicle  loads,  an  income  of  19s.  7d.  being 
received. 


33 


The  following  Table  shows  the  loads  moved  by  the  various 
vehicles  : — 


Number  of  Lo 

ads. 

Vehicle 

Bins 

Dry  Pits 

Privies 
Pans  and 
Middens 

Cesspools 

Trade 

Refuse 

Total 

S.D.  1 

1755 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1755 

S.D.  2 

1671 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1671 

S.D.  3 

1714 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1714 

Morris  4 ... 

950 

40 

144 

— 

45 

1179 

S.D.  5 

998 

— 

— 

153 

— 

1151 

Horse 

Vehicle  ... 

87 

— 

201 

— 

178 

466 

Total  1941 

7175 

40 

345 

153 

223 

7936 

Total  1940 

7260 

67 

462 

122 

208 

8119 

The  following  fixed  receptacles  were  emptied  during  the  year  : 


Dry  ashpits 

57 

Privies 

384 

Cesspools 

108 

Disposal. 

During  the  year  the  land  at  the  Leys,  purchased  for  refuse 
disposal,  came  into  use,  practically  the  whole  of  the  refuse  collected 
being  deposited  there,  tipping  being  controlled. 

Salvage. 

Owing  to  accommodation  at  the  main  depot  being  insufficient 
all  salvage  work  was  transferred  to  the  Leys  where  refuse  is  tipped. 
An  old  building  was  converted  for  the  baling  of  paper  and  two 
additional  buildings  were  erected  for  baling  tins  and  sorting  of 
bottles,  etc.  Two  hand  baling  presses  for  paper  are  used  these 
being  operated  by  women.  One  tin  baling  press  was  on  order  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  A large  amount  of  salvage  was  sorted  from 
the  tip,  female  labour  being  employed  for  the  work. 

In  addition  to  the  salvage  brought  in  by  the  refuse  collectors 
with  trailers,  1,519  loads  were  collected  by  other  vehicles. 

After  meeting  the  initial  cost  of  trailers,  presses  and  buildings, 
amounting  to  approximately  £350,  salvage  shewed  a surplus  of 
£190. 
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The  following  are  the  weights  and  value  of  the  materials 
salvaged  and  sold  during  the  year  ; — 


Tons. 

Value. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Paper 

317i 

1,352 

0 

0 

Tins 

213 

293 

0 

0 

Metal — Ferrous  and  Non- 

Ferrous 

100 

231 

0 

0 

Kitchen  Waste 

58i 

89 

0 

0 

Cullett 

461 

38 

10 

0 

Textiles 

20i 

90 

0 

0 

Bottles 

19i 

93 

10 

0 

J ars 

11 

37 

10 

0 

Bones 

8 

28 

0 

0 

Miscellaneous 

2^ 

3 

0 

0 

Condemned  .Meat 

H 

4 

0 

0 

798| 

£2,25d 

10 

0 

In  addition  5 cwts.  of  aluminium  was  collected  and  handed 
over  to  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Services. 

The  whole  of  the  salvage  was  collected  by  the  collectors  from 
houses,  with  the  exception  of  20  tons  which  was  the  weight  of  the 
scrap  metal  in  the  “ Tank.” 

Sanitary  Accommodation. 

The  sanitary  accommodation  at  the  31st  March,  1941,  was  as 
follows  : — 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION,  1940-41. 


District 

W.C.’s 

Bins 

Pans 

Ashpits 
and 
Pri\  ies 

! Dry 
: Ashpits 

Cess- 

pools 

Quarry  Bank 

2519 

3260 

1 

, 

83 

i 

9 

9 

Brierley  Hill  ... 

3804 

3472 

74 

38 

3 

48 

Kingswinford 

6704 

6725 

23 

32 

25 

43 

Totals 

13027 

13457 

98 

153  , 

37 

100 

Public  Conveniences. 

The  cleansing  of  all  public  conveniences  is  carried  out  by 
this  department.  The  sum  of  /14  18s.  lOd.  has  been  collected 
during  the  year. 
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Shops  Acts. 

There  are  758  shops  on  the  register. 

CANAL  BOATS. 

Number  of  canal  boats  inspected  during  the  year  ...  2 

Number  of  canal  boats  on  the  register  ...  ...  3 

Registered  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

PETROLEUM  ACT. 

There  are  105  licensed  premises  to  store  petroleum  spirit  in 
the  area,  the  total  amount  licensed  being  92,874  gallons.  License 
fees  amounting  to  £Q2  10s.  Od.  were  received. 

In  addition,  4 licences  to  store  Calcium  Carbide  were  issued  ; 
total  amount,  6,944  lbs.  ; Licence  fees,  £l  15s.  Od. 
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